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Humanizing Technologies: Translating Migrant Oral Histories into
Immersive Surrealist VR Narratives for Cultural Resilience

Presenter: Annie Wan, Associate Professor and Research Assistant, UBCO
Co-presenter: Marcus Hobkirk, Media Studies, UBCO

The interdisciplinary project, “Humanizing Technologies: A Survival Toolkit Navigating the
Artificial Intelligence Era in Migration Studies,” explores the intersection of Mixed Reality (MR),
Artificial Intelligence, and qualitative research to address the complex socio-emotional
challenges faced by first- and second-generation immigrants. Central to this presentation is the
research question: How can we build resilience using novel technologies, particularly MR, to
support the storytelling of migrants’ stories? The core query stands clear: What role could MR
play in helping migrants tell their lives with greater strength? A different kind of MR world takes
shape here - one that turns spoken histories into a shifting pattern of symbols instead of fixed
tales. Beyond showing stories as they appear, the experience drops you into a dreamlike
theatre, and the journey mirrors tensions within migrant lives, which build life against
disruption, tension between loved ones and each step echoes how little voices change across
age divides. As disorder builds, the story spills outward into the neighbourhood of Hong Kong’s
old airport, where soundscapes of colliding planes swirl through something mystical. That shift
feels like a sudden uprooting, like memories looping back where they once hurt most. Through
motion, virtual space and interaction, the experience pulls inner struggles out into view, turning
immersion into a shared platform for connection in difficult times.



